Correlation between facial involuntary movements and abnormalities of blink and corneal reflexes in Huntington's chorea.
Blink and corneal reflexes were studied in 11 patients with Huntington's chorea and the results compared with the severity of the disease. The latency of the R2 component of the blink reflex was delayed and the duration of R2 and of the corneal reflex (CR) prolonged. A greater habituation of the R2 component was found in the patients with involuntary movements in the face, and in some patients a long-lasting depression of R2 was present. A correlation was found between: (a) severity of involuntary face movements and R2 and CR latency and (b) severity of involuntary movements in the neck and latency of R2.